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Gender Power and Performativity through
East Asian Creation Goddess Myths

Yeo, Kyung-Mi
(Yeungnam University)

Judith Butler views gender as something that is created through
repetitive actions performed by individuals, rather than as a fixed
identity or inherent characteristic. To narrow the conflict between the
generation with traditional values and the generation that accepts
gender diversity, this thesis aims to aid gender perception through
myths that contain the most traditional values. It also analyzes the
power and performance of female deities in East Asian creation myths
to present implications for the formation of gender perception and
female identity in modern society and explores the reinterpretation of
traditional gender roles and the redistribution of social power
structures. The conflict between the two generations lies in the issues
of values and identity. Therefore, it is important to understand how the
perception of gender has been historically shaped and changed.
Among myths, the creation goddess myth is an important medium that
helps with this understanding and can be used to provide various
values and perspectives on gender. In particular, the creation
goddesses of East Asia show that they are independent beings who
actively participate in the creation, order, and harmony of nature and
the universe while harmonizing with the maternal and sacrificial roles
of women. When mythology serves as a patriarchal ideology,
analyzing and studying how femininity is performed through actions
carried out in myths, and defining roles and identities through those
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actions, can be a meaningful study in narrowing the gender conflict
gap between generations with traditional values.

Key words: Gender, Gender Power Reallocation, Gender Performativity,
Creation Goddess, Mago Halmi, Amaterasu, Nuwa(Niiwa)
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