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Abstract
Reinterpreting Fast Asian Cyclicism - Based on Eliades ‘Archetypes and
Repetition' | Heo Jae-Soo (Dept. of East Asian Cultural Studies,
Yeungnam Univ.)

The purpose of this study is to argue that ancient East Asian circular
thinking was not a backward looking way of thinking, but a process of building
a unique knowledge database in East Asia. Using Eliade's theories and arguments
of ‘Archetypes and Repetition’ in The Myth of Eternal Return, this paper
examines the reasons why ancient East Asian cyclicism did not develop into a
linear view of time in the modern times.

Since East Asians did not need an absolute creation God with strong power
like the ancient Hebrew people. They had weak power to push them into the
future, and because their main job was sedentary farming, it was difficult to
escape the theory of circulation due to strong synchronism with the natural
cycle. However, when ancient Westerners discarded ‘past time’ in the process of
experiencing ‘Archetypes’, East Asians accumulated ‘past’ in the process of
circulation. They built a knowledge and information database that could be used
in future generations, and used this empirical knowledge of the past to achieve
prosperity that surpasses the West for more than a thousand years A.D.

If so, the reason for cherish the past and chose circulation in East Asia can be
seen as an inevitable process to recycle past knowledge and information, so
evaluating it as a past oriented passive thinking is considered Western centered

thinking.

Key words: Circulation theory, archetypes and repetition, Mircea Eliade, East
Asia, Data Base.



